
Coprinus insignis Peck, Ann. Rep. N.Y. State Mus. Nat. Hist. 26: 60. 
1874.

Misappl.: Coprinus alopecia sensu auct.
Sel. icon. - Cetto, Gr. Pilzf. (Funghi Vero) 4: pl. 1286. 1983; Michael et al., Handb. Pilzfr. 4: pl. 296. 1981; 
Monti, Fungi Cenosi Aree bruciate: 79. 1992 (all as C. alopecia)
Sel. descr. & figs. - Huijsman, Coolia 22: 12-21. 1979; P.D. Orton. & Watl., Br. Fung. Fl. 2: 33. 1979; Michael et
al., loc. cit.: 442. 1981. (as C. alopecia).
Vern. name - Zijige inktzwam.
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  Pileus 40-70 x 20-50 mm when still 
closed, subglobose, ellipsoid or ovoid, 
expanding to conical and then up to 
100 mm wide, at first white and 
silvery fibrillose from veil, then 
greyish to grey with pale brown, dirty 
ochraceous centre. Lamellae, L = > 
50, l = 3-7, first white, then greyish-
brown to black. Stipe 80-150 x 7-15 
mm, white; base clavate and white 
tomentose.
  Spores 11.1-14.4 x 6.7-8.3 µm, Q = 
1.50-1.95, av. Q = 1.70, av. L = 
12.3-12.5 µm, av. B = 7.3-7.4 µm, 
amygdaloid, warty, with rounded to 
slightly conical base and apical papilla,
very dark red-brown; germ pore 
narrow, c. 1 µm wide. Basidia 25-42 x
8-10 µm, 4-spored, surrounded by 3-
6 pseudoparaphyses. Pleurocystidia 
80-180 x 35-50 µm, utriform to 
subcylindric. Cheilocystidia 50-160 x 
30-60 µm. Elements of veil 20-125 x 
7-14 µm, hyphoid. Clamp-connections
present.

Habitat &
distribution

  On stumps of broad-leaved trees, sometimes on the ground, 
fasciculate, very rare. Known from Europe and America.

Remarks   Coprinus insignis is easily to determ by the hyphoid veil, the 
warty, amygdaloid spores and the medium-sized, fasciculate 
growing basidiocarps.
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